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UGA Medicinal Herb Program is growing
entrepreneurs

By Sage Barnard for CAES News

In the last year, the medicinal herb program at UGArden, the University of Georgia’s student-run farm, has
expanded its product line and the number of students involved has expanded substantially.

This fall, as they prepared locally grown and locally made teas, salves and soaps for their annual holiday
market, students were excited about the program's growth and the community that has sprung up around
the program.

“It's cool because there are all these students in different programs that wouldn’t necessarily be coming out
to a farm,” said Noelle Fuller, the program’s manager. “They get hands-on experience with different parts of
this student-run business, and it's accessible to a lot of people.”

Fuller, a trained herbalist who received a bachelor’s degree in nutrition science and a master’'s degree in
horticulture from UGA, started as a volunteer in the herb garden at UGArden while she was a student in the
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. When she graduated with her master’'s degree last
summer, she started managing the herb program.

This year’s growth has been due, in large part, to a $20,000 grant issued by UGA'’s Office of Experiential
Learning in early 2018. The grant funded Fuller’s part-time position and supported the herb program’s
expansion across campus.

Each year, the Office of Experiential Learning distributes two grants to fund innovative and impactful
experiential learning projects on campus. The UGArden medicinal tea program was one of the first
recipients, said Scott Pegan, interim director of the Office of Experiential Learning.

“Experiential learning at the University of Georgia gives students hands-on opportunities to connect their

academic foundations to the world beyond the classroom in ways that change their perspective and
insight,” Pegan said. “The Office of Experiential Learning offers more than 70 competitive scholarships for
students to use toward approved activities each year. Students participate in activities locally, across the
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state, country and worla ... experiential learning challenges our students and Is one more reason they are a
step ahead of the competition.”

The grant has allowed Fuller to have much more hands-on time with students in the garden, she said. Every
week volunteers and interns drive out to UGArden’s property to process dried herbs, work in the field,
harvest plants and maintain the garden.

While the herb garden has grown, Fuller has also worked to grow the impact of the program across campus,
forming partnerships with students from CAES and from many other colleges.

The UGArden Herb Program has worked with the Terry College of Business entrepreneurship certificate
program, the Center for Agribusiness and Economic Development, and the Grady College of Journalism and
Mass Communication New Media Institute. All three capstone programs worked on promotional items like
marketing, outreach, branding, a sustainable business model, a new website and a record-keeping app.

Students in a First-Year Odyssey class, called “Local Food Entrepreneurship,” staffed the holiday market.
They had been studying the business model of the herb program all semester, Fuller said.

Fuller is passionate about getting students of all strengths involved, whether they're working in the field or
thinking up sustainable business models.

“We're trying to make it very holistic by giving students opportunities to be involved in the business in
different ways and by incorporating a bunch of different perspectives,” Fuller said. “There are students that
would never come out to work on the farm, but they can now help in other aspects of the business.”

The success of the program wouldn't be possible without the legion of students who work with the program
or without the community members and customers that have helped support the garden by buying its teas
and other products.

The program now markets 10 all-natural herbal teas, holiday bath and beauty boxes, salves, lip balms,
infused oils, locally grown loofahs and a new shiitake mushroom seasoning blends.

For more information about the UGArden Medicinal Herb Program, visit ugarden.uga.edu/medicinal-teas.
For more information about how UGA supports experiential learning, visit el.uga.edu/resources.

Sage Barnard is a student writer for the UGA College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences
and UGA Cooperative Extension.

Sage Barnard
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The UGArden’s Medicinal Herb Program markets 10 locally grown teas, including this exam season favorite.
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CAES Alumni Association recognizes outstanding college alumni on Oct. 4
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Posted on 10/10/19 by Merritt Melancon

The CAES Alumni Association presented the 2019 awards at the 65th University of Georgia College of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CAES) Alumni Association Awards banquet on Oct. 4 at the
Classic Center in downtown Athens, Georgia.

Southeast Georgia experiences improved blueberry season
Posted on 10/01/19 by Maria Sellers

Ideal weather conditions this season allowed blueberry farmers in southeast Georgia to produce their
best crop since 2016, according to University of Georgia Cooperative Extension Agent Renee Allen.

Wilted leaves aren't always a sign that the plant needs water
Posted on 09/19/19 by Paul Pugliese

Plants with big leaves are often the first to get a little droopy in the hotter part of the day. It's very
tempting to water wilted plants at the end of the day, but late afternoon is not the best time.

Horticulture student builds website to introduce new generation to UGA
Campus Arboretum

Posted on 09/12/19 by Chad Cain

Usually, visitors to the University of Georgia associate trips to the Athens campus with the hedges and
ball fields, but UGA horticulture student Kendall Busher wants them to consider the trees.

UGA horticulturists to host ornamental open house at the Durham
Horticulture Farm

Posted on 09/11/19 by Chad Cain

Before they are available to the public, many new varieties of bushes and landscape plants are first
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planted at the University of Georgia's Durham Horticulture Farm in Watkinsville, Georgia.

Lombardini named head of UGA Department of Horticulture

Posted on 09/04/19 by Sharon Dowdy

Plant physiologist Leo Lombardini joined the University of Georgia as head of the Department of
Horticulture on Sept. 1. He comes to UGA from Texas A&M University, where he served on the faculty
for the past 17 years. Most recently he was a professor of horticulture and founding director of the
Center for Coffee Research and Education at the Norman Borlaug Institute for International

Agriculture.
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